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3. Abstract

In 1956, Roberto Busa, SJ, founded the first humanities computing center in Italy. After 
five years in other locations, the operation moved in 1961 into a former textile factory 
outside Milan, where IBM punched-card data processing machines were installed. 
There student operators worked on the Index Thomisticus, the Dead Sea Scrolls, and 
other projects, 1961-1967. We aim to digitize a key range of materials in the Busa 
Archive directly relevant to the establishment of the center, to augment these with oral 
histories of machine operators and link to punched-card machine software emulators 
and an immersive 3D model of the center. The goal is to begin to recover the 
infrastructure, workflow, and institutional contexts for this highly significant “site” (both 
literally and figuratively) in the history of technology and the humanities. The outcome 
will be increased historical understanding through the creation of models for research 
and learning.


